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GREETINGS FROM PHILADELPHIA 





By Abe Belsky 
Trustee, Free Library of Philadelphia, and 
Educational Director of 
The Philadelphia Dress Joint Board 
International Ladies! Garment Workers! Union 


I am informed, by those in the know, that Philadelphia is unique in having 
an active trade union official as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Free 
Library of Fhiladelphia, 


This could not have happened had not the citizens of Philadelphia, after 67 
years of misrule, voted out the corrupt, old guard Republican machine and elected 
Joseph S. Clark, Jr., an intelligent, forthright, independent Democrat as mayor of 
the City. 


The Free Library of Philadelphia is indeed fortunate in having selected a 
member of the American Library Association, Emerson Greenaway, as its director. 
Under his influence, we are gradually developing better and closer contact with 
the labor movement, 


The Library is about ready to adequately serve the trade unions and their mem- 
berships as a special factor in the community. It is cooperating closely, through 
Paul Bartolini, adult coordinator, with the Labor Education Association, workers' 
education service institution of the CIO and the AFL. 


Any library system, located in an industrial area, that fails to recognize the 
importance of getting to know the trade union movement and does not make its impact 
felt throvgh the many valuable services it can render is derelict in fulfilling its 
proper role in the community. 


I hope that many of the librarians attending the American Library Association 
convention in July will visit with some of the local, POUR PERS and see 
the many fine buildings housing these organizations. a 
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I would like to issue an invitation to the American library Association mem- 
bership to visit the Philadelphia Dress Joint Board, International Ladies' Gar- 
ment Workers! Union's headquarters, located at 929 North Broad Street. 


PROGRAM OF 


LIBRARY SERVICE TO LABOR GROUPS, JOINT COMMITTEE 


ALA CONFERENCE IN PHILADELPHIA 





Chairman: Mrs. Dorothy Kuhn Oko, The New York Public Library 


New York, N.Y. 
Place: to be announced 


Time: Thursday, July 7, 2:30. 


"CURRENT LABOR ISSUES NOTEWORTHY FOR LIBRARIANS" 


Presiding: Abe Belsky, Educational Director, 
Philadelphia Dress Joint Board, 
International Ladies Garment Workers and 
Trustee, Free Library of Philadelphia 


Guaranteed Employment Plan and the "Run-Away-Shop" presented by 
Charles A. Guensch, Education Director, 
Pennsylvania Political Action 
Committee (PAC), 
United Automobile Workers, CIO 





Right-to-work Laws and Minimum Wage presented by 
George Nelson, Grand Lodge Representative, 
International Association of Machinists, AFL 





Followed by discussion of issues and some of the bibliographical tools. 


The formal program will be followed by a chance to meet with some represent- 
atives of the Philadelphia labor movement over a cup of tea or a glass of lemonade, 


There will also be an opportunity for librarians to visit some of the out- 
standing trade union headquarters in Philadelphia. In addition to the invitation 
extended by Mr. Belsky to visit the Philadelphia Dress Joint Board, there has been 
one from the State, County and Municipal Employees, This union may be planning a 
Shop Steward's Training session at this time and they will take librarians on a 
tour of the AFL Health Center. Here's a chance to see union activities behind the 
scenes. 


Be sure to visit our booth in the Exhibition Hall. There you will see the 
story of Library Service to Labor Groups illustrated and be able to collect some 
free labor materials. 
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LIBRARY SERVICz TO LABOR 





This newsletter is issued by the Joint Committee on Library Service to Labor 
Groups of the American Library Association, the American Federation of Labor and 
the Congress of Industrial Organizations. 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS 





By Mrs. Dorothy Kuhn Oko 
Chairman of the Joint Committee 


During the past few months there have been a number of changes in the mem- 
bership of the Joint Committee. 


Our hard-working and very able editor, Ralph McCoy, resigned because he has 
given up his work as Librarian of the Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations, 
University of Illinois, to become Director of Libraries, Southern Illinois Univ- 
ersity. As editor, he has been replaced by Margaret Mary McGuire of the Minnea- 
polis Public Library, who while relatively new to the work of the committee, has 
had experience in newspaper work and wide contacts with the labor movement, Al- 
though Miss McGuire is reluctant to follow in the sure footsteps of so accomplish- 
ed an editor as Mr, McCoy, we know that she will soon be able to fill his shoes 
quite adequately. 


As a representative of the Industrial Relations Library of a2 university, Mr. 
McCoy has been replaced by Mrs. Shirley F, Harper, Industrial Relations Center, 
University of Chicago, Mrs. Harper has already been put to work for the committee. 
Results will be visible at the July meeting. Watch for our bibliography. 


Irwin Sexton, our junicr member from Kansas City, Has resigned because his 
duties as head librarian of the St. Joseph, Missouri Public Library will preclude 
his taking on any outside activities. 


Miss Mollie Huston Lee, Harrison Public Library, Raleigh, North Carolina, has 
consented to join the committee. Miss Lee not only represents the South where the 
American Library Association plans to convene in 1956, but she also has served as 
an active participant in the American Heritage project. This experience in group 
work will add new dimensions to the work of the committee. 


We wish to extend our very best wishes to our former associates and at the 
same time to welcome most heartily the new members, 


Present Roster of Committee Members 





Mrs, Dorothy Kuhn Oko, Chairman, The New York Public Library 
New York 18, New York 


Margaret Mary McGuire, Editor, The Minneapolis Public Library 
1001 Hennepin Av, 
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota 


Mrs. Mary. A. Backer, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 1, Maryland 
Paul Bartolini, Philadelphia Free Public Library, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
John Connors, American Federation of Labor, Washington, D.C. 
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Tom Cosgrove, Textile Workers of America, CIO, New York, New York 
George Guernsey, Congress of Industriel Organizations, Washington, D.C. 
Mrs. Shirley F, Harper, Industrial Relations Center, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Mrs. Helen F, Hirson, Boston Public Library, Boston, Massachusetts 
Mrs. Thelma Jackman, Los Angeles Public Library, Los Angeles, California 
Mollie Huston Lee, Harrison Public Library, Raleigh, North Carolina 
Joe Mire, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, Madison, Wis. 
Orlie Pell, American Labor Education Service, New York, New York 
Ruth Shapiro, Milwaukee Public Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 





The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the policy 
or views of the Joint Comittee on Library Service to Labor Groups, 


Contributions of news and articles are welcomed by the editor. 





THE TIME WAS NOVEMBER THE PLACE WAS WASHINGTON, D.C. 








In the last issue of the Newsletter, in the report of the Midwinter meeting, 
brief reference was made to a "Conference in Washington." We have delayed re- 
porting on this until there was something more to tell than the significant fact 
that the four labor representatives on the committee, as well as three librarians 
were able to get together, The chief topic under consideration was how to get 
librarians and labor people to work together in various communities throughout the 
country. Emphasis was placed on the fact that much spade work had been done in the 
library field, and that now, more cultivating was needed in the labor vineyards. 


A plan was devised to have trade ywnion representatives, selected by George 
Guernsey of the CIO and John Connors of the AFL, in six or more cities where we 
knew that there were librarians ready and willing to cooperate with the labor move- 
ment. These key people were to be informed of the plan by their committee repre- 
sentatives and urged to communicate with the local librarian, whose name would be 
supplied to them. At the same time, the Joint Committee Chairman, iirs. Dorothy 
Kuhn Oko, was to notify the local librarian with whom the plan had already been dis- 
cussed, that she would be hearing from these selected labor leaders, or was to sug- 
gest that she take the initiative in making the contact. 


While progress has been slow, due to unavoidable road blocks, things have be- 
gun to move, Several librarians have agreed to participate in the plan and labor 
representatives are being selected and notified. Among those who have expressed 
their willingness to cooperate ares Irene Peterson, Chief, Business and Civics De- 
partment, Public Library, Chicago; Mrs, Thelma Jackman, Librarian, Social Sciences 
Department, Los Angeles: Mrs, Mary Backer, Librarian, Patterson Park Branch, Enoch 
Pratt, Baltimore; Sylvia Cline, Group Service Librarian, Omaha, By July we hope 
to have further progress to report, 


If there are any librarians who wish to participate in this plan, the committe 
will welcome inquiries and will do what it can to help them in setting up a local 
joint labor-library committee. Interested individuals may contact Mrs, Dorothy Kum 
Oko, Chairman, Joint Committee. 
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MORE COOPERATION 





The following article, "We Can Make Sweet Music Together" by Aaron Aronin 
of the Jewish Labor Committee of Chicago, is an example of the type of help the 
Joint Committee is eager to give, 


In addition to being field representative for the Jewish Labor Comittee, Mr. 
Aronin is an extension teacher for workers' classes. It was in this capacity that 
he became aware of the needs that txade unionists have for library help, 


The Joint Committee, as well as librarians, have something to learn from this 
tale of Mr. Aronin's, We want only to point out our share of this lesson. It was 
mere chance that the Joint Committee was called upon to be of help in his project. 
We were not known to Mr. Aronin until he discovered us at the Midwinter Conference. 
This chance meeting fortunately gave us the opportunity of acting as a catalyst for 
the reaction which resulted in the conference in which representatives of the 
Illinois Lihrary Association and the Joint Committee of the ALA participated. This 
means that it is up to us to make our work better known both inside and outside 
the library world and to press forward for more active cooperation between lib- 
raries and unions throughout these United States. 


WE CAN MAKE SYZET MUSIC TOGETHER 





By Aaron Aronin 
Jewish Labor Committee of Chicago 


"Rube, here can speak on the value of libraries," said Stanley Johnson, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer of the Illinois State Federation of Labor, 





And Reuben Soderstrom, President of the ISFL, told how he had obtained much of 
his education in public libraries, education that helped him to become a State leg- 
islator, President of the huge ISFL body, and recipient of a number of awards for 
leadership in social progress. 





They both wished me success and expressed readiness to cooperate in the "pro- 
ject" of bringing labor and libraries closer together in Illinois. 


"If this project can make films available to our continuous Community Ser- 
vices, Political Action Committee, and other education programs throughout the 
State," said Sam Guzzardo, Community Services Committee Fieldman for the Illinois 
State CIO Council, "it will be immensely valuable." 





Similar enthusiasm and blessings came from others, in face to face conver- 
sations - with such as Mrs. Marguerite Giezentanner, President, Illinois Library 
Association, Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Associate Executive Secretary, American Library 
Association, and Phillips Garman, Extension Coordinator, University of Illinois 
Institute of Labor and Industrial Kelations. 











In these conversations, I was informed that a number of libraries in Illinois 
were already engaged in servicing labor unions, and that many librarians would be 
interested in intensifying their-activities in this area. 














 o 


Ralph E, McCoy, Director of Libraries, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 
formerly with the University of Illinois Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations, 
wrote, "Thank you for your recent letter with plans to bring public librarians and 
labor unions into a closer working relationship. Although I have left the labor 
field for general library work, i am still very much interested........1 think that 
there is a need for more promoting of this idea of cooperation, particularly in the 
labor groups.......e1 would also like to see more labor union members represented 
on public library boards of trustees," 





The activity that led to my exploring a state-wide library-labor project oc- 
curred in Aiton, Illinois, last October, when I was invited to teach several 
classes in human relations as part of a series of eight stewards-training classes 
in a large American local, 


Despite the fact that I had distributed 25,000 pieces of civil rights material 
last year in labor conventions, conferences, and institutes, and despite the huge 
amount of materials that come from labor neadquarters and from other agencies con- 
stantly, the local union and union members had very little in the way of materials 
for membership education, 


Between classes, the union president, vice-president and I visited the Alton 
Public Library. Head Librarian, Robert Hamilton, once aware of the needs of the 
Human Relations Committee, turned his library upside down to please. Since that 
time, he has been of constant immeasurable help in locating, obtaining, and supply- 
ing books, booklets, and pamphlets to the union. 





It becomes more and more clear that libraries not only have many excellent 
materials on civil rights and other issues of concern to labor that the librarians 
know about, but many that they do not know about. 


Margaret Halsey's "Color Blind" may be tucked away in a corners; the "Histomap” 
of History may be quietly reposing in a drawer; books on anthropology, exciting and 
pertinent materials on history may be kept modestly on their traditional shelves, 
Government publications dealing with labor problems may be hidden in reference 
files. Books telling a good labor story may be lost in a general fiction collection 
just as some stirring biographies of labor leaders are submerged by more glamorous 
personalities. 


Just as significantly, there are many excellent materials that libraries can 
obtain if only they know about them, In the area of Civil Rights, there are the 
Denoyer-Geppert "Our America" Charts, charts of vital statistics and population 
movements of respective communities, not to mention such excellent films as "Due 
Process of Law." More specifically in the labor field, trade unions issue much 
pamphlet material which is either free or inexpensive, as well as films dealing 
with a variety of subjects, 


It seemed to me, therefore, that greater coordination of resources would be an 
invaluable aid to both labor and librarians, to serve labor's interests in health, 
housing, safety, political action, and foreign affairs, as well as civil rights. 


The result of which was the informal exploratory meeting in Chicago on April 
at which I met with Mrs. Giezentanner and Mr. Garman, both previously mentioned ; 
with Ruth Shapiro of the Milwaukee Publie Library and Shirley Harper of the Universi- 
ty of Chicago's Industrial Relations Center Library, both representing ALA's Joint 
Committee on Service to Labor; with Mr, de Lafayette Reid, Acting Director, Illinois 
State Library and with Mr. Gilbert Donahue, who will soon take charge of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois' Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations Library. 























a= Fs 


It was decided that we work towards the development of the following ac- 

tivities: 

1. Mr. Reid to act as coordinator and assign a staff person to work on the 

project, 

2. The Illinois Library Association to plan a workshop and incorporate labor- 

library service in other parts of its October convention-conference. 

3. Mr. Aronin to inform Illinois labor of the plans being made, and what labor 

can do to help as well as the benefits that it will derive from the activity. 

he Mr. Garman to invite librarians to service dlasses and conferences in the 

communities where the University of Illinois Institute plans such education 

programs. 

5. To seek the advice and the guidance from the ALA Joint Committee on Library 

Service to Labor Groups. 


That is where we are now. The players, their instruments and music are ready. 


We will practice, improve, improvise towards the goal of making sweet music to- 
gether. The song will be "Library Service to Labor." 


IT CAN BE DONE! 





The following is a reprint of a flier sent to Tom Cosgrove, Educa- 
tion Representative, Textile Workers Union of America, and a member 
of the Joint Committee, from the Adams Free Library, Adams, Mass. 


This invitation, sent to unions in the Adams community, is one of the 
results of Tom Cosgrove's activities in his work with librarians up 
and down the Atlantic Seaboard, reported in a recent issue of the 
Newsletter, 


ADAMS FREE LIBRARY 
Adams, Mass. 








August 6, 195) 


Gentlemen, 


We at the Library are happy to have this opportunity to bring a few of our 
books and other materials to your attention. We especially want to assure members 
of the Textile Workers Union of America. of our particular desire to be of service 
to them and how glad we always are to welcome new users to the Library. 


These few books we have here today are only samples of our wares. The Library, 
as a whole, owns over 60,000 books, which is a good sized library for a town the 
size of Adams, We have as well pamphlets, maps, and back files of magazines, most 
of which may be borrowed. We would like to remind you, too, that the Library will 
answer, if possible, any reference question, or request for information - legal, 
statistical, historical, whatever it may be. If we do not know the answer, we will 
try to get it elsewhere, or help you find it. 


We have books to give you practical help, too-to show you how to repaint your 
house, care for a sick dog, plan next year's garden, find out the value of stamps 











~- 6 = 


or coins - even to build a house} There is a man in Adams who built his house him- 
self with the help he got from Library books! The Librarian would be very happy, 
too, to help anyone follow a planned reading list on some subject which interests 
him - economics, psychology, American history, art, literature - anything at all. 
And, for hot August days, we have good reading to pass the time: novels, westerns, 
mysteries, magazines. 


Two services the Library offers which many don't know about are: we will try 
to borrow any book for you which we don't have from another library, and we will 
buy any book in print for you at the regular retail cost. 


This great world of knowledge is no farther away than McKinley Square, and 
costs you nothing beyond your own effort! We hope to see you. 
Thank you, # 


The Librarian 
Adams Free Library 


CHICAGO DOES IT 





By Irene H, Peterson 


Chief, Business & Civics Department 
The Chicago Public Library 


For several years the Chicago Public Library has supplied an exhibit for the 
one day annual meeting of the Cook County Industrial Union Council, CIO. At this 
year's conference, held on April 16th at the Morrison Hotel, books and pamphlets 
relating to the day's program were set up together with supplies of the Library's 


folder, "Services to Labor", and other descriptive booklets, including that on 
filns. 


The meeting, attended by 200 delegates, was devoted to workshops on such sub- 
jects as Human Relations, Public Relations, the Retired Worker, Insurance Plans 
and Automation, The book and pamphlet display, although somewhat limited as to 
space, attempted to indicate that the Chicago Public Library was stocked with in- 
formation on all of these subjects. Reference librarians from the Business and 
Civics Department were on hand to answer questions and to talk to delegates, point- 
ing out possible us:es of the Library. 


Contacts were made with delegates who showed special interest in library ser- 
vices generally, and in the film service particularly. These individuals will carry 
the "library story" back to their locals, their community organizations and their 


churches reaching an audience larger and more receptive than that available to the 
librarian, 


JN 19710 





